I'd like to introduce the Cheung Chau Bun Festival to you. This is a unique tradition in Hong Kong. Actually, there
are various versions for the origin of the festival, and the most widely accepted one is about disease. Ages back,
over 100 years, a plague devastated villagers in Cheung Chau, and thousands were killed. Villagers turned to their
god. They built an altar in front of the Pak Tai Temple, in hope that the god would drive off the evil spirits that had
taken away their cared ones. Their hard work paid off, and the plague disappeared. To remember the effort of Pak
Tai and protect Cheung Chau from another disease, the festival was set up. After a century, it has gained more
popularity and [unclear]. It becomes the most important activity in Cheung Chau. Many tourists came to Cheung
Chau to experience the atmosphere. On the 5th of May every year, many processes are held in Cheung Chau to
celebrate it; to name some examples, the bun-scrambling competition and the parade.
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For the parade, there are lion dance performances and costume party. Children dress up as different mythological
characters, mainly those that appear in Chinese fantasy stories, or dress up in Chinese opera costumes. Other
mythological characters, some popular artists, or political figures may appear in the parade, too. In the previous
years, some children dressed up as Alison Chow, a local athlete in Hong Kong, and Li Ka-shing, the wealthiest
person in Hong Kong. For the model, only children can join the parade as they are light enough to be held up high
on the stake throughout the whole performance. Their costumes appear on the front page of the newspaper every
year.
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Another well-known practice is the bun-scrambling competition. Talking about the competition, the bun must be
mentioned. They are made from flour, sugar, and water, usually in red bean or sesame flavor. A logo representing
peace in Chinese is stamped on them. They are highly symbolic in the festival. Those buns are sold or put on the
bun tower. Souvenirs like bun keychains or those are popular among tourists. The bun tower is served as food
offered to God. For the competition, another three huge bun towers with artificial buns attached are used. Those
buns represent a particular point; the higher they're located, the more points they carry. The participants who
have the highest score win the competition.

SRR FT R AETEEIAUE el o SRS, MIASARIC T, O Bk KR,
W AL S B RREE S A . BT BT e — ﬂﬁ%ﬂ%%*z@m,Eﬁﬁ*ﬁﬁ@mm%@gao
TE AR ESRE R T b BTRAS N, Blne A, 7EEERpRZEOl. O SR REAMIE
%ow%%ﬁ:@ﬁﬂkm@¥%,@¥@§@%,ﬁﬁﬁ@%,EA%FM%E%%E%EM%M%

T AP A RS et o BRXANIEEE, SIARAREIN T B ik BEAUK
HH LGB RRE ) LN E . By B e MUERAT SR, AT H T RARENSIEE . 8
T THESEL T B UrRaeih, Gy, wifs hRZy. UrstftRBamne
Y. WRKA=EAUNGEOTE, Wi, 28, §r&als 582 RN ERE .

After a century, nowadays, the practice is more than god-worshipping. Today's world highly emphasizes rationality,
theory, and science. If a festival is only worshipping about god-worshiping, it can't attract thousands of visitors
every year. The tradition has been passed down from generation to generation. Many organizers and performers
devoted themselves fully to the festival. The spirit of providing the festival is the reason why it's so well-known in
the world; because people from all around the world, even though they may have different backgrounds and speak
different languages, can feel the passion and happiness of the festival.
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